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TH Malaysa's S0th Hrl,'1|;i.1:,l -:nn'ing up, it
Is niot just the nation that has gotten itself
exriled The Embadsy of the Kingdam of
The Netherlands, for example, & joining in the
celebrations to mark half a century of diplomatic
relations between the two countries,
The embassy has onganised Holland Drays
In Melaka from Seps 1-9, 2007, a week-long
celebration of &l things Dutch that peomises o be
fun, fun, fun
“The original idea fior Holland Days In Melaka
came from the gendral manager of the Melaka
Maseums Conporation, Haji Khamis Abas,”
explained Luc Schils s, Deputy Head ol Mission
“Amibassador Lody Embreches discussed this with
Chiel Minister Datuk 32 Mohd AR Rustam and
Ml:r'l;\' Datuk Zaini Md Mor, who i.'l'mﬂ:.iﬂld:f
responded enthusiastically,” he said.
Bethdes shiwcasing the many
traditional Dutch products and
traditions, Holland Days ks also part
of the embaiiy's 'r'zar-klng SETEL
of events under &5 Holland, More
Than Tulips theme, arganised in
conjunction with Malaysia's S0th year
of independence.
" This, said Schilings, was to
get Maleysisns to get 1 know
more about The Metherands
The week will see a host
of &vents that indude Dutch
menus at selected cafes
and restarants, Delft
Blue pattery painting,
L;adt?aﬂr.a h
castumes and souvenirs,
as well as special Dutch
perfarmances. Mast of the
evenits will take place at
Malacca’s Dutch Square,
while Dutch cuisine
can be sampled 2t
participating restaurants

= Dutch Harbousr
Café and The Windmil
Station.
Deutch mind 'Th.;r:nm'_ well-
pancakes knowwr Dutch specialties
[right) and are pea soup, hutspot
Kaas cheess (mashed potatoes with

carols and oniond and
braised beef), croquettes
(beef ragout encased

in breadcrumbs and
deep fried), cliebolien
(beignets), poffertjes
(mmi pancaies) and
stroopwalels (waffies
with fyrup),” said
chilings,

Visitors can sample
some of the food at
the Dutch Markst,
while partic pmirg
restaurants will be
senving typical Dutch
breakdet (chocolate

Dutch
costumes
will add
colowr to
the event
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fora week

Holland Days In Melaka will show Malaysians that there are
more than just tulips in that country, writes ANIS RAMLI

sprinkles an white bread, pancakes with Dutch
syrup, brown bread with cheese), Dutch chicken
soup, Dutch tomato soup, Hachd (stewed steak)
with braived red cabbage, chicken fllet with
crange sauce and classic Dutch meatballs.

The newly-opensd Dutch Harbour Cafe wall
alsp serve typical Dutch specialties, such as Dutch
cheese and bitterballen (similar to croquettes,
but shaped like a ball) during the month of
September. Additionally, there will also be a
cooking demonstration by Celine Marbeck at the
Chaspsice Cale on Sept 8 and 9.

One particulary interesting activity that will
halp wisitors undeniand Netherlands” rich cullure
is Dweffit Blue poncelasin painting. Deft Ble is as
Duteh & tulips, clogs and gouda chesse, The
famniliar blue-and-white, with its rich pﬂir‘.iru]p ol
ficravers on vases and pastoral landscape on dishes,
has Its anigins in the 17th century, whach was also
kncvn & the Dutch Golden Era, It was created
from the original decoration of Chinese porcelain
during the Ming dyrasly imparied during the ers,
hence explaining its shared likeness. With the oo-
operation of the Malaysian Dutch Business Councl
[MDEC), welkrown Delft Biue painter, Martin
wd Berg, will be at the Dutch Market daily far
a demonstration as well as taking custom made
oeders.

Holland Drays will abo celebrate one of
Heolland's famous sons, Remigrandt. Rembeandt
van Rijn is &n origiml &t on the [le and workd of
Remnbrandt, staged via painting diemos, sketches,
taks and performances. Visitors will have the
chance to see world-famous painting such ai The
Mightwatch and The Masters of the Cloth Guild
come to ife during the weekend of Seplember 8
and 9.

Malacea, said Schillings, was the abwious chalce
as host city for the Holland Days a3 the oty hes
played a vital rode for the Metherands as a maJp:f
trade hub for the Dutch Ext India Compary, for
nearty 200 years between 1641 and 1825, *To
this day, many of the most visible buildings He
the Stadthuys towen hall and Christ Church ane
bwilt h"_n the Dutch, There are also quite & few
Malaysian Eurasian descendants of the Dusch
Iiving In Malacea. In fact, the launch of Holland
Dyt will appropriatedy be held a1 the Dutch
Square,” Schillings explained

Naoticeably asent thowgh, will be Hofland's
farncus fulips, “We would have oved o have
them, but the tulip season is between the end
of Manch and the end of May,” Schillings said,
apologeticalty. St there will £1ll be & Bower
boath at the Dutch Square, decorated with typical
Dutch items, including artificial tulips.

While I§.:hi|ir.g5 aern that tulips, windmill
and wooden shoes have all become well-nown
symbeals of The Nethedands, “if you don't count
Ve Metelrooij o other Dutch football playen!®,
he still believes that visitors will enjoy Holland
Days and hopes “Malayslans will be able to get to
ks miane aboul The Metherdands and the s
that bind us.”

More infomation on Holland Days can be
found by logoing on to the embassy’s website
wharel. melherlands ong.my



